
 

 
 

Science Fair Incursion 
Wednesday 14 August 2019  /   Year 5 & Year 6 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This year I have been fortunate to work with the Year five and six students as their Science teacher. 
Science has always been a passion of mine and recent studies emerging show that Australian 
students are slipping behind the rest of the world in maths and science achievements. By putting 
practices in place that make Science learning meaningful and an investigative experience, it will 
encourage the students’ curiosity and prepare them as innovative thinkers as they move through the 
21st century. 

One of the innovations I have introduced is a Science Fair. It will basically be an opportunity for the 
students to showcase their ideas and findings, as well as raise the profile of Science as a specialist 
subject. I must stress that it is not a competition. 

The science investigation for your child involves: 

 Choosing a topic that he/she is interested in to investigate. 

 Developing a clear, testable question around his/her topic. 

 Predicting what he/she thinks will happen. 

 Planning the investigation. 

 Conducting the investigation. 

 Collecting the data – this could be in the form of tables, graphs, diagrams, photos, notes 
(observations). 

 Analysing/explaining the results. 

The students can work individually, in pairs or in a group of three. The students must keep in mind 
that if they work with another student(s), it might entail working on the weekends together, so 
please keep that in mind. 

A successful science investigation will: 

 Follow the scientific method of investigation. 

 Communicate ideas clearly. 

 Have visual appeal. 

 Each project should have: (students can either use the underlined statements or those in the 
brackets for their headings) 
 Title 
 What I was trying to find out (Question) – What was the research question? 
 What I thought would happen (Prediction) – What was your prediction? 
 What I did (Method) – A description, drawings or photos to show what you did. 
 What I observed (Observations) – Everything you discovered (or found out). 
 What I learnt (Conclusion) – Discuss the results describing the patterns and trends. Was 

the prediction correct? 
 Project to be completed on POSTER SIZE PAPER. 

 

 

 



 

 

There are so many great ideas on the internet. Make sure the investigation is presented as a 
question, for example: 

 Does the colour of light affect plant growth? 

 Does talking to a plant, or playing music to it help it grow? 

 Does opening a fruit (cutting open) cause it to rot faster? 

 Does the size of a soccer ball affect how far it can travel? 

 Does packaging affect the ripening of bananas? 

 Do different liquids affect plant growth? 

 Is sheep manure better than other manures for plant growth? 

 Does the colour of glasses lenses affect your reading ability? 

 Does the colour of birdseed affect how much birds will eat? 

This Science Fair Project is all about ‘having fun’, while encouraging curiositiy. It is not designed to 
cause stress for the children, or parents. Parents can talk about the investigation with their children, 
but please refrain from doing it for them. 

The investigation is to be completed in the children’s own time. 
 
Investigation Due Date:  Thursday 1 August 2019  
 
Science Fair Date:  Wednesday 14 August 2019 
 

Who:  Year 5 & Year 6 students and Family and Friends 
 
Where:  Undercover Area  
 
Time:  6 – 7pm 
 
Thank you for your support. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me 
Diane.Milentis@education.wa.edu.au  
 
Diane Milentis – Year 5 & Year 6 Science Teacher 
 

30 May 2019 
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