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Interschool Training 

Merit 
Certificate 
Recipients 

Congratulations to the following students who were awarded merit certificates 
at the assembly last week: P1 Josie | P2 Lucy, Scarlett | R3 Hugh, Piper | R4 
Marisa | R6 Jaden, Siobhan | R7 Hannah, Rafael | R8 Ethan, Gemma | R9 
Christopher, Eryn | R11 Hannah | R12 Leo, Scarlett | R15 Devon, Holly | R16 
Charu, Dakota, Jamie-Lee 

T 
he interschool athletics team trials have been well-
attended and supported by students and parents before 
school Tuesdays and Thursdays, and after school 
Wednesdays on the school oval. Mr Grey has been up 

bright and early to ensure that our team is the best it can be. ‘I 
could not be more pleased with the commitment the students 
have shown to these trials,’ he said. He will be casting his eyes up 
and down the lists of students this weekend to put together a final 
team to represent us at the Interschool Athletics Carnival on 
Thursday April 7. 
Once the team is chosen, Mr Grey will be sending home a note to 
parents of students who are in the final team.  
Year one and two students need only attend Tuesday’s sprints 
training sessions as their team games practice is done at lunchtime 
with Mrs Rubidge. 
Mr Grey was very grateful for the wonderful parent helpers, and in 
particular Mr Daniel Leseberg who has been an outstanding coach. 

Aussie of the Month 
Congratulations to Jakob from Room 8 who 
was presented with the Year 5 Aussie of the 
Month award at last week’s 
assembly by Mr John 
Burke, Principal of Belridge 
Secondary College. Jakob is 
an example of our vison as 
he is aspirational, 
respectful and confident. 
Above all that, he is a 
caring student. 

Great Turnout at Parents as 
Partners Reading Workshop  
Twenty six pre-primary parents/carers attended this workshop 
run by Mrs Tombs and Mrs 
Gray on Thursday March 10 in 
the school library. With the 
topic of Helping Your Child to 
Read, participants were given 
many useful strategies to use 
with their children at home in 
order to give them a flying start 
to reading.  
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March 
Monday 21 P&C Meeting 6:30pm 

Thursday 24 
Year 6 Camp Report 
Assembly and Kindy 
Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday 25  Good Friday 

Monday 28 Easter Monday 

Tuesday 29  
Easter Tuesday—
School Closed 

April 

Friday 1 
Interschool Jumps & 
Throws 

Wednesday 6 
Year 6 Photography 
Workshop 

Thursday 7 
Interschool Athletics 
Carnival 

Friday 8 
Room 9 Assembly 
Year 6 Aussie of the 
Month 

Tuesday 26 First day Term 2 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS 

Dates For Your Diary From the Principal 
Last week our Year 6 students completed a very adventurous and 
rewarding camp experience in Dwellingup. All campers returned safely, 
but a little tired, particularly Mr Butt, Ms Smith and Lisa, our chaplain, 
who are to be commended on their perseverance and commitment. 
We are expecting to hear lots of camp stories at our next assembly.  
Interschool Athletics Carnival 
Over recent weeks all students from Year 1 to Year 6 have been 
involved in trials for selection for the interschool athletics team. The 
interschool carnival will be held after the Easter break. 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
These are now in full swing and offer parents the opportunity to meet 
one-on-one with classroom teachers to discuss their child’s academic 
and social achievements. If you haven’t yet made an appointment with 
your child’s teacher I would encourage you to do so. The value of these 
meeting lies in both the teacher and parent developing a shared 
understanding of each child’s needs and working in partnership to 
support ongoing development. 
Parents as Partners 
This year we will be offering a range of parent information workshops 
as part of our Parents as Partners initiative. The first of these was held 
recently for pre-primary parents on the topic of ‘Supporting your Child 
with Reading’. Our next workshop will be for all families and is 
sponsored jointly by your P&C and the school. The title of the 
workshop is ‘Safe4Kids’. This programme has a whole of school 
community approach to teaching protective life skills to children. 
Teachers will be involved in a workshop; students will be engaged in a 
series of lessons; and the parent information session will have a 
particular emphasis on Cyber Safety. Please mark Wednesday 18 May 
in your diary. More information about this workshop will come to you 
over the next two weeks. 
Student Services Team 
This year we have been fortunate to retain the services of Mrs Kristy 
Mollett, our School Psychologist. Kristy works one day a week in the 
school and is a member of the North Metropolitan Education Region 
School Psychology Team. The team endeavours to support schools in 
developing and maintaining a safe, caring and inclusive environment. 
The service provides support in three main areas, namely, Behaviour, 
Learning, and Mental Health and Wellbeing. Kristy works closely with 
our Learning Support Team. If you feel you may need to seek the 
services of our school psychologist for your child you will need to 
contact Mrs Gray through the office, or speak directly to your child’s 
teacher. Our school chaplain, Lisa Ingham, is also available to support 
students and families. If you wish to contact Lisa you can do this 
through the office. Lisa is in the school on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
P&C Easter Raffle  
The P&C are again running an Easter Raffle draw to raise funds that are 
directed back to our students. Please dig deep and buy some raffle 
tickets. 

I wish everyone a happy and relaxing Easter break. 
Julie Tombs – Principal 

Reporting to 
Parents 
The school’s reporting to parents policy 
states that two formal reports using 
Department of Education software are 
to be prepared by all teachers and 
issued at the end of Semester 1, and 
again at the end of Semester 2. A formal 
teacher/parent interview is offered in 
Term 1, and informal interviews can be 
arranged with classroom teachers by 
making an appointment through the 
office.  
If parents/carers have any questions, 
require more information, or want to 
find how their child is going, the first 
port of call is the classroom teacher. 
Additionally, the Principal and the 
Associate Principals are always available 
if required for matters that are outside 
the classroom. 
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From the Chaplain 
The self-esteem of children can often feel elusive and difficult to know how to improve. They 
often can provide you with a whole list of what they are not good at and find the opposite 
somewhat harder. This idea might be just what is needed. 
Ask them to tell you five things they like about themselves. I challenge you to sit down with 
your child/children this week and work out what these things are. In fact why not have the 
whole family take part and they can suggest what they like about the children as well. 
Lisa Ingham—School Chaplain 

From the Corporate Services Manager 
Do you just love ‘bells and whistles’? I know your child does and so do teachers, but we can’t have the ‘bells and 
whistles’ unless we receive your voluntary school contributions. $60 is very little to ask to enhance your child's 
education. The $40 family payment collected for the P&C is used to purchase ‘big ticket’ items that benefit your 
child as well. Everything we do at this school is for our students; however we do require your assistance to achieve  
educational experiences that are second to none. 
I have been lucky enough to manage to get sponsorship from both the P&C and OfficeMax, our personal items 
supplier, to go towards our School Contributions Raffle this year.   
1st prize is $60.00 credit to your child to use within the school. 
2nd prize is $50.00 (thanks to OfficeMax) credit to your child  to be used within the school. 
3rd prize is $40.00 (thanks to the P&C ) credit to your family to be used within the school. 
You need to be in it to win it. Full payment by the end of Term 1, please gets you into the raffle. Not sure if you 
have paid or you wish to set up a payment plan? Please contact me and I will be happy to assist you. 
Kathy Dean—Corporate Services Manager 

Canteen News 

Easter is just around the corner! In acknowledgement of this holiday, the canteen will be 
selling mini hot cross buns (fruit and chocolate chip) for $1 each during recess and lunch 
on Thursday, 24 March 2016. As a morning assembly is also being held on this day, 
parents might like to enjoy a hot coffee, tea or chocolate and a hot cross bun combo for 
$3.50 from the canteen! Should you have a bit of time before the assembly starts, please 
feel free to come in and assist me in collecting lunch orders and serving coffee. 

Kerry van Drunick—Canteen Manager 

Next Week’s Assembly is on Thursday 
The next assembly will be held on Thursday March 24, just before our five day Easter break, and it  promises to be 
one which will both surprise and amuse! It will feature our oldest students (Year 6) and our youngest students 
(Kindergarten), and is sure to be somewhat of an extravaganza. Not everything that goes on at our annual camp 
stays at camp, and the assembly will feature some of the camp skits and sketches that are sure to amuse (and 
perhaps, surprise)! Add to that the cuteness factor when our Kindergarten students present their annual Easter 
Bonnet Parade, and you have a recipe for an assembly that is not to be missed. 

Coding Vital for Youth to Thrive in the Future 
This headline from a recent newspaper article echoes recent political discussions regarding skills needed by our 
students if they are to take advantage of the opportunities of the future. Our school is well-placed in this, as all 
students from Pre-primary to Year 6 have been learning coding through our innovative digital literacy programme. 
More information will be presented in future newsletters and on our website. 
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Bullying. No Way! 
Friday 18 March was designated as the National Day of Action Against Bullying 

and Violence. Throughout the week class 
teachers delivered lessons and organised 
activities around the theme of ‘Bullying. No 
Way! Take a Stand Together’. Students were 
all given a Bullying. No Way! wristband.  
A design a poster to support the no bullying 
message was organised and teachers chose the three most interesting posters 
for display in our Art Gallery outside the library. These students, whose names 
appear to the left, were able to trade a token for something special from the 
canteen. 
The school has a ‘zero tolerance’ to bullying and parents/carers are requested 
to speak to class teachers if they hear of any bullying occurring so that 
inquiries can be made and resolutions sought. 
Not all bullying in our school is easily observable and our Social Skills and 
Mental Health whole-school plan has ideas and suggestions for teachers to 
continue to develop the resiliency skills of students. This also includes things 
that students can do if they are experiencing bullying. Students also learn how 
important bystander behaviour is in reducing the bullying in schools. Please 
support us in this by reinforcing to your children the important messages 
mentioned above. 

R2 Esme, Bobby, Tyson 

R3 Emily, Chloe, Hugh 

R4 Alex, Isabelle, Indie 

R5 Kye, Oliver, Amber 

R6 Taya, Jayden, Aiva 

R7 Denvah-Rose, Alba, Samuel 

R8 Rebecca V, Ryan, Bekah 

R9 Aaliyah, Clara, Xander 

R11 Kate, Ana, Mia 

R12 Ben, Paige, Scarlett 

R15 Elliott, Sami, Holly 

R16 Charu, Milia, Dakota 

Bounce Back and Resiliency 
You may from time to time hear your children mention the above words. Through 
our Social Skills and Mental Health plan the school will be improving children’s 
resiliency by using a programme called Bounce Back! Students who are resilient are 
able to cope reasonably well with difficult situations and things that go wrong, and 
then ‘bounce back’ using the right skills and attitudes. Children who have these skills 
will adapt when facing many of life’s challenges, such as managing a family 
breakdown, a step-family, the illness or death of a family member, being bullied, or even falling out with a friend or 
losing in a sports competition.  
The BOUNCE BACK! Wellbeing and Resilience programme that we are using teaches children the skills and attitudes 
that they need to help them become more resilient. Using literature as a starting point for discussions and follow-
up activities, children are made aware of ten coping strategies which are a core part of the programme. 
(In the next newsletter, we will explain these ten statements and describe the benefits that children will receive from 
being involved in the programme.) 


