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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Edgewater Primary School (EPS) has a significant role to play in 

shaping the future of the children who attend the school.

We strive to achieve high academic standards where each 
child is recognised and supported for their individual learning 
needs. As a school community we promote a positive and 
caring learning environment where students are encouraged to 
become responsible citizens who aspire to do their best, have 
the confidence to accept and overcome inevitable challenges, 
and respect themselves, others and their environment.

Edgewater Primary School is an Independent Public School 
with a School Board comprising parents, staff and community 
representatives. The board is sharply focussed on the work 
of the school and meets regularly. It has a crucial role to 
play through the review and endorsement of the school’s 
strategic direction, use of resources and school performance. 
The purpose of this 2017 Annual Report is intended to give 
parents and other members of the community a clear sense of 
how students in the school are progressing and what is being 
done to maximise their learning outcomes.

The report highlights various aspects of student progress 
across a range of learning areas. Findings from the data 
are presented and explained with recommendations for 
improvement. A glossary of terms is included to assist the 
reader in understanding the more specific language used in 
the education context. 

NAPLAN data has a prominence in the report in relation to 
literacy and numeracy. Other standardised data and teacher 
judgements add to the evaluation of student achievement 
across the curriculum. In addition the reader will notice 
annoted images with brief descriptions of activities undertaken 
within the school over the year. They are drawn from both 
academic and non-academic areas and demonstrate the 
richness of the curriculum that is providing students with a 
well-rounded education.

I commend this Annual Report to the school community.

Julie Tombs 
Principal

Government House Dancesport Performance

Faction Cross Country

Pirate Day

Whole School Crunch and Sip Activity



THE YEAR IN REVIEW

SCHOOL OVERVIEW

During 2017, Edgewater Primary School staff were united in 

their efforts to improve student achievement across all areas 

of the curriculum. There was a strong emphasis on English, 

Mathematics, Science, and the development of student skills in 

using Digital Technologies. This followed on from similar efforts 

in 2016 in response to Edgewater Primary School’s objectives 

and targets.

Our overall academic results are reflected in the following 
pages with NAPLAN being a key tool for measuring 
performance over time in the areas of English and 
Mathematics. It should be noted that not every aspect of 
student learning in English and Mathematics or other areas of 
the curriculum can be measured in this way.

Teaching staff used a range of assessment tools to inform 
their teaching practice with a focus on improvement in 
individual performance. Our results in English for 2017 
showed a noted improvement over previous years, with 
student performance in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar 
and Punctuation similar to or above that of Like West 
Australian schools. Value adding achievement between Year 
3 and Year 5, particularly in writing, requires investigation to 
ensure learning achievement is maximised. In Mathematics, 
results of both Year 3 and Year 5 students have varied; 
however, an ongoing upward trend in performance is evident 
with both cohorts performing above Like Schools in 2017. 
Continued improvement, will be sought across all year levels 
in 2018.

The years of schooling from Kindergarten to Year 2 are a 
crucial time in building students’ skills to ensure future 
learning success. Our early years teaching team utilised the 
Department of Education’s On-entry Assessment program 
to gauge each child’s skills and understandings to support 
the planning and delivery of targeted learning opportunities. 
Through the National Quality Standards (NQS) audit in 2017, 
we were able to demonstrate compliance of these standards. 

An intervention programme to cater for students with 
particular literacy learning needs was conducted four mornings 
a week with the support of a specifically trained teacher. In 
addition, education assistants supported student learning 
across the school, particularly with those students who had 
identified special needs.

Another area of the curriculum that had a strong focus in 
2017 was Science and Technologies. Our dedicated science 
room was used extensively by students in Years 3 to 6 to 

engage in science experiments. In the junior years, Science 
was embedded in learning across the curriculum. Digital 
Technologies continued to be a big focus with our computer 
labs in constant use. A newly launched lunchtime Digiclub 
exposed students to a variety of digital activities and will 
continue in 2018.

Our specialist programmes, including the Arts, Physical 
Education and LOTE, enjoyed continued success in 2017. The 
school has two choirs - the junior choir, which performed at 
local Edgewater venues, and the senior choir, who once again 
performed at the One Big Voice massed choir performance 
held at Perth Arena. The school received very positive 
feedback about all performances. Our annual faction carnival 
and interschool athletics events were highlights on the school 
calendar with parents strongly supporting both of them. The 
Visual Arts programme continued to produce artworks of a 
very high standard and was popular with parents and visitors 
at our annual Open Night.

Student health and wellbeing was a key area of activity during 
2017. The school continued to implement the Friendly Schools 
Plus and Bounce Back programmes to provide students with 
the opportunity to develop effective self-management and 
social skills. The KidsMatter framework was launched to 
support our whole-school Social Skills and Mental Health 
plan. Attendance by parents at the launch indicated a strong 
interest in this area. 

The student leadership model was consolidated during the 
year with student councillors introducing a student council 
assembly twice a term. Student council projects during the 
year included a focus on student welfare and caring for the 
environment, together with the school and broader community.

The Edgewater Primary School board, led by Simon Young, 
continued to make a significant contribution to the school’s 
direction during 2017. There was a particular emphasis on 
the progress of the school business plan in its final year of 
operation. A review of the plan has been undertaken and will 
inform future strategic directions of the school. 

The P&C strongly supported the operations of the school 
throughout the year with a  five day a week a canteen service 
and fundraising activities to enhance the resources available 
to students. Parent engagement at all levels was greatly 
appreciated.

Edgewater Primary School opened in October 1983 and has 

continued to provide a robust, extensive and well-rounded 

education for all students from Kindergarten to Year 6.

Receiving Independent Public School status in 2015 allowed 
the school flexibility to further target the educational needs of 
particular students requiring support. 

Our Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) 
of 1064, is above the average of all Australian schools. In 
2017, 41% of our students were in the top quartile which is 
16% higher than the Australian distribution of 25%.

Student numbers, excluding Kindergarten, have continued 
to climb from 345 in 2015 when Year 7 students moved 
to the secondary environment, 369 in 2017. Kindergarten 
enrolments for 2017 were 60. 
The staff members of Edgewater Primary School are a very 

capable and experienced team. They are focused on ensuring 
that teaching and learning programmes provided for students 
are targeted towards individual needs. Staff work hard to 
create a learning environment in which each student has the 
opportunity to achieve their personal best, both academically 
and socially. 

In 2017 students received support from a dedicated Student 
Services Team that included Learning Support and Pastoral 
Care Coordinators, a School Psychologist, a Chaplain and a 
Community Health Nurse.

The Edgewater Primary School Board and P&C continued to 
provide strong community support.
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BUSINESS PLAN 2015 - 2017

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

READING

• Arrest the Year 3 downward trend line in Reading
 In 2017, the trend line for Reading shows a continual 

incline compared to the downward trend in 2015.
• Average student gains from Year 3 to Year 5 to be equal 

to or better than statistically similar schools.
 Average student gains for Like Schools went from 435  

to 513 (78 points), whereas Edgewater went from 454  
to 536 (82 points).

WRITING

• Improve the overall performance of Year 3 and Year 5 
students to be equal to or above statistically similar 
schools.

 In 2017, the Year 3 and Year 5 performance was above 
statistically similar schools.

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

• Increase the percentage of Year 3 and Year 5 students 
achieving at minimum standard or above in Spelling, 
Grammar and Punctuation.

 In 2017, 100% of Year 3 and 98% of Year 5 students 
performed above the minimum standard in spelling. In 
Grammar and Punctuation, 98% of Year 3 and Year 5 
students were above the minimum standard.

NUMERACY

• Increase the percentage of Year 3 students achieving at 
Band 3 NAPLAN Numeracy or above.

 In 2017, 96% of Year 3 students achieved at Band 3 or 
above compared to 70% of Year 3 students who achieved 
that level in 2015. In 2016 91.5% of Year 3 students 
achieved a Band 3 or above.

• Average student gain from Year 3 to Year 5 to be equal to, 
or better than, statistically similar schools.

 Average student gains for Edgewater students went from 
385 to 527 (142) compared to student gains in statistically 
similar schools who went from 410 to 503 (93).

SCIENCE

• Increase the percentage of Year 6 students who achieve a 
proficiency level of performance in NAP-SL.

 In 2015 the percentage of Year 6 students who achieved 
a proficiency level was 51.4, in 2016, the percentage rose 
to 68.8 and in 2017 it further increased to 82.3.

NON-ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE INDICATOR

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

• Improve overall attendance rates of the student cohort in 
relation to the State average.

 During the years 2015-2017, the State average 
attendance rate has remained stable at 92.7%, whereas 
the school has increased from 93.8% to 95.3%.

The Edgewater Primary School Business Plan 2015 – 2017 sets out our performance indicators measured as targets. The targets, and 

our successful achievement of them, are outlined below. The School Board, together with staff, have reviewed the plan as part of the 

business planning cycle. The outcomes of this process will be carefully considered in the development of a new business plan. 

Chaplain’s Dads and Lads AfternoonKitchen Garden Produce for the Canteen

Senior Community Choir Performance

Off to Year 6 campP&C Christmas Markets Choir Performance
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

Average Reading Score Average Writing Score

Average Spelling Score

Average Grammar & Punctuation Score

The 2017 NAPLAN results in reading indicates that 
Edgewater Primary students were performing above their 
like school counterparts which has led to an upward trend 
in performance over a five year period.
A review of the English Operational Plan 2016 has 
resulted in a renewed commitment to evidence-based 
whole-school strategies that adapt to meet varying 
student needs. A designated uninterrupted literacy block 
was implemented across the school, including four 45 
minute writing sessions and four guided reading sessions 
a week. Explicit instruction and support for students 
requiring specialised intervention was provided.

An improvement in writing results for Year 5 students in 
2017 shows that they performed above Like Schools. Year 
3 students’ performance improved from the previous year; 
however, writing continues to be a priority across the school. 
The Talk4Writing strategy was introduced from Kindergarten 
to Year 6 in 2017. All teaching staff were involved 
in significant professional learning to support this 
implementation process. 

Spelling progress has remained similar to Like Schools. The 
use of the Edgewater Primary School Connected Learning 
Sequence to guide teachers in phonics and spelling 
instruction will continue. An emphasis on synthetic phonics 
in the early years will be achieved through the use of the 
Letters and Sounds programme in 2018 and beyond.

Our Year 3 and Year 5 students performed above Like 
Schools in 2017. Whilst this is a good result, a concerted 
effort will need to be maintained to ensure continued 
growth. The introduction of the Talk4Writing strategy will be 
beneficial to teaching Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in 
context and enable teachers to deliver explicit instructions 
at the point of need. 
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ANZAC Memorial Service

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

Average Numeracy Score

The overall numeracy results for NAPLAN 2017 in Year 3 
and Year 5 showed that both cohorts performed above 
those of Like Schools. A continued focus on number, 
place value and worded mathematical problems will occur 
during 2018. Hands-on activity-based learning will be a 
critical element of learning experiences.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
During 2017 there was robust interrogation of student data which 
indicated that progress from Year 3 to Year 5 in Reading, Spelling  
and Numeracy was above Like Schools. 

Areas of concern were Writing, and Grammar and Punctuation.  
In order to improve performance in these areas a number of  
whole-school strategies will be introduced.

The graphs highlight the following:

The school’s progress between the two years of testing measured  
by the difference between the two mean scores in NAPLANs.  

The cohort measurement which is the difference between the  
mean scores of all students tested in the school in both years.
The like school cohort comparison is the difference between the  
mean scores of all tested students in Like Schools in both years.

The WA public schools comparison is the difference between the  
mean scores of all tested students in WA Public Schools in both years.  

The Australia comparison is the difference between the mean  
scores of all tested students in Australia in both years. 
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STUDENT WELLBEING ATTENDANCE
During 2017, Edgewater Primary School surveyed parents, staff and students (Years 

4, 5 & 6) using the Kids Matter survey tools. These surveys seek feedback on what 

the school is currently doing to promote student health and wellbeing. Whilst only 

22% of parents responded to the survey, together with students and staff there was a 

high degree of correlation between them in relation to the strengths of the school.   

As the result of a targeted education programme for 
our parent community, total attendance rates have 
continued to climb to a point where they exceeded our 
target of 95% in 2017. The attendance rates of both 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal students are higher than 
both Like Schools and all WA Public Schools.

In 2018, with the introduction of the automatic SMS 
absence reporting system, the school will work towards 
decreasing the percentage of students in the At Risk 
Attendance Categories. 

Areas for improvement that require consideration include: more effective communication with 
parents; improved opportunities for students to build friendships and manage their emotions; 
and increased support for staff and parents to access mental health resources and services.
Parents have also requested education in the areas of student mental health and wellbeing, 
dealing with bullying, cybersafety, and child development and learning.

PARENTS Areas of Strength 
 ✓Teachers care about the individual child. 

✓ The school provides a safe and caring environment.

✓ Parents feel welcome when visiting the school.

STUDENTS Areas of Strength 
 ✓Students know how to help a friend who is upset or worried.

✓ Teachers help students who are worried or upset.

✓ Teachers encourage students to take on new challenges.

STAFF Areas of Strength 
 ✓As a priority, teachers take time to get to know students 

✓ Teachers actively support students in developing social and emotional skills through daily interaction.

✓ Teachers communicate effectively to parents and carers about their children.

           ATTENDANCE CATEGORY

REGULAR
AT RISK

INDICATED MODERATE SEVERE

2015 80.2% 17.1% 1.9% 0.5%

2016 87.1% 10.1% 2.7% 0.0%

2017 88.4% 9.5% 1.8% 0.3%

Like 
Schools 
2017

85.4% 11.9% 2.3% 0.3%

WA Public 
Schools 
2017

77.0% 15.0% 6.0% 2.0%

NON - ABORIGINAL  ABORIGINAL TOTAL

SCHOOL
LIKE

SCHOOLS
WA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL
LIKE

SCHOOLS
WA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL
LIKE

SCHOOLS
WA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

2015 93.8% 94.7% 93.8% 93.8% 88.5% 81.2% 93.8% 94.6% 92.7%

2016 94.9% 94.5% 93.7% 94.3% 86.8% 80.7% 94.9% 94.3% 92.6%

2017 95.3% 94.9% 93.8% 93.8% 91.4% 81.2% 95.3% 94.8% 92.7%

             PRIMARY ATTENDANCE RATES
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The financial data demonstrates Edgewater Primary School’s strong financial performance during 2017. Continued prudent financial 
management allowed the school to deliver a high level of service. All funds raised were allocated in consultation with the school 
finance committee and School Board. Generous donations from the Edgewater Primary School P&C, together with a 74% Voluntary 
Contribution rate, provided the flexibility to fund a range of exciting incursions, activities and resources for our students.
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 Expenditure - Cash Budget Actual 
1 Administration $29,251.24 $29,408.52 
2 Lease Payments $29,561.00 $37,245.92 
3 Utilities Facilities and Maintenance $105,496.70 $92,800.72 
4 Building, Property and Equipment $20,000.00 $12,045.71 
5 Curriculum and Student Services $162,869.27 $154,036.99 
6 Professional Development (course costs) $17,750.80 $17,191.66 
7 Transfer to Reserves $30,900.00 $30,900.00 
8 Other Expenditure $7,606.00 $7,566.57 
9 Payment to Central Office, Regional Office 

and Other Schools 
$455.00 $455.00 

    
 Total Goods and Services Expenditure $403,890.01 $381,651.09 
 Total Forecast Salary Expenditure $ $ 
 Total Expenditure $403,890.01 $381,651.09 
 Cash Budget Variance $4,733.99 $ 

 Revenue - Cash Budget Actual 
1 Voluntary Contributions $19,382.00 $19,397.57 
2 Charges and Fees $75,939.00 $75,847.36 
3 Fees from Facilities Hire $1,620.00 $1,548.20 
4 Fundraising $5,652.00 $5,652.00 
8 Other Revenues $24,029.00 $20,928.44 
9 Transfer from Reserves of 

DGR 
$19,796.00 $19,796.00 

    
 Total Local Raised Funds $146,418.00 $143,169.57 
 Opening Balance $58,306.00 $58,306.24 
 Student Centred Funding $203,900.00 $203,900.00 
 Total Cash Funds Available $408,624.00 $405,375.81 
 Total Salary Allocation $ $ 
 Total Funds Available $408,624.00 $405,375.81 

Financial Statement 
The financial data demonstrates Edgewater Primary School’s strong financial 
performance during 2017. Continued prudent financial management allowed the school 
to deliver a high level of service. All funds raised were allocated in consultation with the 
school finance committee and School Board. Generous donations from the Edgewater 
Primary School P&C provided the flexibility to fund a range of exciting incursions, 
activities and resources for our students. 
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Big Bash Cricket

Harmony Day Incursion

Billy Cart Making Incursion First Day at Kindergarten

STUDENT AND PARENT STATEMENTS

I love that Edgewater Primary School has a 
welcoming, almost country school feel, where you 
are not just a number but part of the community. 
 
– Parent

I love going to the nature play  
area at recess and lunchtimes. 

– Student

Overall, students feel safe at our  
school and enjoy being here.  

– Student

Students are very friendly  
and it is a great place to learn. 

– Student

Year 6 Camp at Nanga Brook



GLOSSARY

Cohort
A group of students who have something in common (ie year level, gender)

Guided Reading
Where a teacher works with a small group of students of similar reading ability where they analyse a text in detail making 

sure each child can read each work and discussing meaning of the text with them.

Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) 
The statistical level of a school’s educational advantage and takes into account parent occupation, parent’s education, 

geographical location and proportion of indigenous students and is an indicator of potential educational success.

Letters and Sounds
A phonics resource which aims to build children’s speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to prepare them 

for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills.

Like Schools
These are WA schools that have a similar ICSEA to Edgewater Primary School.

Literacy Block
A block of time in the school day where a variety of Literacy activities are conducted.

NAPLAN
National Assessment Programme – Literacy and Numeracy

NAPLANs
The number (or score) in a particular NAPLAN assessment area.

National Quality Standards (NQS)
This is a key aspect of the National Quality Framework (NQF) and sets a high, national benchmark for early childhood 

education and care in Australia.

On-entry Assessment
This programme is an assessment for learning for Pre-primary and Year 1 students in Literacy and Numeracy that provides 
Western Australian teachers with information about the current skills and understandings of each student. This allows 

them to plan and deliver targeted learning programmes to students who require early intervention.

Statistically Similar Schools
Also called Similar Schools on the My Schools website or Like Schools in Western Australia.

Talk4Writing
Talk for Writing, a programme developed by Pie Corbett, is an evidence-based method of teaching writing that is based on 

the principles of how children learn.
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